
Quarter 4  Lesson 12
Sixth Grade
God Is Love

1 John

Memory Verse:  "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
                                                                                                              1 John 1:9

Background

The epistle of 1 John, unlike most of the other letters, has no address, 
salutation, or signature.  However, most Bible scholars believe it to have been 
written by the apostle John, who was the brother of James and son of Zebedee. 
It was probably sent to a group of Christians, perhaps living in Asia Minor, who 
were troubled by false teachers.  John also emphasizes the importance of 
Christians showing love for each other.

1 John 1
                                                                                             
Because there were some false teachers who were saying
that the Son of God never really came to earth in a fleshly
form only a spiritual form,  John emphasizes that Jesus
was “1 ...from the very beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled...”  John is
correcting untruths being spread by false teachers.  He
stresses that Jesus  most definitely came to earth in a
bodily form and that he and the other apostles, as well as
many others, saw Him with their own eyes, heard Him
teach, and even touched Him.  

John says, “5 the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you,
that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all...6  If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth.  7  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin.” 
Light is a symbol of all that is lovely, beautiful, holy, good, righteous, and lovable.
Darkness is a symbol of all that is wicked, ignorant, gloomy, shameful, 
depraved, and perverted. 



 
We know that when the sun 
is shining, we can clearly see 
everything around us.

But when it is night and the moon is hidden behind 
dark clouds, we see nothing but darkness, which 
can be scary.  When we "walk in the light," we are 
doing our best to follow Jesus and obey Him in our
actions and in our speech.  Our hearts and minds 
are focused on glorifying God.  As faithful 
Christians we have the confidence of knowing that 
Jesus' sacrifice on the cross has cleansed us from 

sin. When we "walk in darkness," we are allowing sin to rule in our lives. People 
who live sinful lives can't "see where they are going." They are blinded by their 
own selfishness.  They choose to live their way instead of God's way.  1 John 2: 
15-16 tells us that we should not "...love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the 
world--the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life--is not
from the Father but is from the world."

Neither can we have one foot in the "light" and
one foot in "darkness."   We cannot straddle
the fence when it comes to following God.  We
are either on His side or the devil's side.

9  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”  Christians have the comfort of
knowing that when we do mess up and sin, the blood of
Jesus cleanses us from that sin as long as we repent
and try to do better.  



1 John 2: 1- 6

“1...And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the whole world."
John tells us that when we sin, Jesus acts as our Advocate to God. WHAT 
DOES THE WORD “ADVOCATE” MEAN?  (one who pleads another's cause) In 
a courtroom setting, a lawyer acts as an advocate for his/her client by pleading 
his/her case when appearing before a judge. Similarly, when we sin, Jesus acts 
as our advocate before God.  When Jesus died on the cross, he took with Him 
all the sins of the entire world. His sacrifice was the propitiation (to appease; to 
gain favor for) for our sins. His sacrifice was to put us back in God's favor. 
Therefore, Jesus can act as our advocate before God so that we can get 
forgiveness when we sin. 

John continues by emphasizing the importance of keeping God's 
commandments. "4 Whoever says "I know Him" but does not keep His 
commandments is a liar,and the truth is not in him, (Remember, you can't 
straddle the fence!) 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him truly the love of God 
is perfected..."  In 1 John 3:10, he adds, "...it is evident who are the children 
of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother."
John is saying that it is obvious who is living for God
and who is not living for 
God. So, if we are not living for God,
the only other alternative means we are 
living for the devil.                                              
                                                                           
1 John 3: 16 – 18

"16 By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us..."  Jesus showed 
us just how much He loves us by sacrificing His life for us. He was tortured, 
mocked, and ridiculed. He was nailed on a cross. Why?  He died for our sins so 
that we wouldn't have to. Now that is love!  How do we show our Lord how much
we appreciate all that He has done for us?  Can He tell by the way we behave?  
Can He tell by the way we talk?  Can He tell by the way we study His Word?  
Can He tell by the way we treat others?
"17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes
his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?  18 Little children, let 
us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth."  Talk is cheap!  As we 
have discussed in earlier lessons, God commands us to love each other and, as
much as we are able, we are expected to help those in need.  



1 John 4: 7-11
                                                                                          
                                                                               
"7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God,
and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because
God is love."  Do these words sound familiar?  A song we
often sing, "The Greatest Commands," is based on this
verse.  Have you ever stopped to really think about what
these words are telling us?  Love comes from God, our Creator.  If we don't 
love each other, we don't know God, because God Is Love!  Again, we see an 
emphasis on the importance of loving God and each other.                                  

We have already discussed how Jesus showed His love for us by dying on the 
cross.  Now, think about God's love for us. "9 In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that
He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." God knew in 
advance about all of the bad things that would happen to Jesus when He came 
to earth, yet He loved us so much that He was willing to send His Son anyway.
When we think about the depth of that kind of love, shouldn't we feel ashamed 
when we deliberately do wrong? 
"11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one 
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love is 
perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because 
He has given us of His Spirit.
1 John 5: 3 expresses well what we must always remember: " For this is the 
love of God, that we keep His commandments..."

Assignment

Make two lists.  On the first list, write things you can do to show your love for 
God.  On the second list, write the things you can do to show your love for 
others--specifically, love for other students. 
Challenge:  Put these things into practice!  Remember, talk is cheap!  God 
expects action!


