
Quarter 4  Lesson 11
Sixth Grade

Obeying Jesus Even When It's Hard
1 Peter

Memory Verse:  "Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name."
                                                                                                           1 Peter 4:16

Background

During the last several months, we have studied many stories in which Peter 
was a key figure:

• Peter called to follow Jesus
• Peter daring to walk on the water to Jesus
• Peter's confession that Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah
• Peter present at the transfiguration
• Peter cutting off the ear of the servant during Jesus' arrest
• Peter's denial of Jesus and subsequent repentance
• Peter witnessing the empty tomb
• Peter seeing the risen Savior on multiple occasions
• Peter witnessing Jesus' ascension
• Peter preaching on the Day of Pentecost
• Peter performing many miracles

The list could go on and on.  We watched Peter grow spiritually from an 
impetuous disciple, who often spoke and acted before he thought, to an 
intensely faithful apostle dedicated to preaching the gospel.

1 Peter is a letter written by Peter probably around 65 A.D. just before the height
of Nero's persecution against
the church.  It is addressed to
the Christians in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia.  These believers
were experiencing "various
trials" and persecutions which
tested their faith.  Many people
from this area had been
visitors  in Jerusalem on the
Day of Pentecost and had
heard Peter preach the gospel.
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Blessings
                                                                      
Peter begins his letter by reminding these Christians that
they have a "living hope" through the resurrection of Jesus, 
"an inheritance" in heaven.  He adds that their faith is "more
precious than gold." (1:7)  "Though you have not seen Him,
you love Him." (1:8)   Just as these early believers needed
encouragement,  Christians today sometimes need to be
reminded of the comfort and blessings we receive through
Jesus and His sacrifice. "...Though you do not now see
Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory,  obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls." 1:8-9

Duties
                                                                                                   
Next, Peter discusses some of the characteristics seen in the lives of faithful 
Christians:

•  Be "as obedient children (1:14)...holy (spiritually
pure) in all your conduct." (1:15)  They should not live
as they had before becoming believers.

• "...love one another earnestly from a pure heart,
(1:22)

• "...put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy
and envy and all slander." (2:1) Show no ill will or
desire to harm others in your speech or actions; be
honest.

• Be submissive to the laws of men. (2:13-17) We are to obey the laws of 
the government as long as it does not conflict with the laws
of God.

• Submit to masters.  Christians who were slaves were to
obey their masters whether they were treated well or
harshly. (2:18-20)

• Wives were to be submissive to their husbands.  In the
Roman world, a wife was expected to follow her husband's religion.  Many 
women, however, became converts to Christianity, often to the dismay of 
their husbands.  Peter encourages these believing women to conduct 
themselves in such a way  that they might win over  their husbands to the 
Lord. (3:1-2) 

• Women were reminded that the inward appearance is much more 
important than the outward appearance. (3:3-4)
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Peter summarizes the duties of Christians in 1 Peter 3:8-12:

“8  Finally, all of you, have unity of mind,
sympathy, brotherly love, a tender
heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do not
repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling 
(criticizing, condemning, attacking), but on
the contrary, bless, for to this you were
called, that you may obtain a blessing.
10 For 'Whoever desires to love life and
see good days, let him keep his tongue
from evil and his lips from speaking
deceit; 11 let him turn away from evil and
do good; let him seek peace and pursue
it.  12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous, and His ears are open to their prayer.  But the face of the 
Lord is against those who do evil.'"  When we have been wronged or 
hurt by others, it is easy to lash out with harsh words or to try to "get even"
with people.  However, Peter reminds us to "do good" and "seek peace" 
because that is the Lord's way.  When we behave as God wants us to, 
even our enemies can see that we live happier lives full of joy.  They may 
begin to wonder why.  Peter adds in verse 15 that Christians should 
always be ready to explain to others why we believe the gospel and that 
we should do so "...with gentleness and respect,..."

Trials

Finally, Peter encourages these Christians as they endure many trials and 
persecutions.  He tells them that when they are faced with "firey trial," they 
should:
                                                                                          

•  rejoice, because in a small way they are partakers of
the sufferings that Jesus had to endure.  In such
circumstances, they should not be ashamed but rather
glorify God in these persecutions. (4:12-16)

• humble themselves before God, casting all their cares
upon Him. 
(5:6-7)                                                                      
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• "...Be vigilant (watchful, alert to danger) because your adversary the 
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking       

         whom he may devour." (5:8) 
Just as a lion prowls around looking for his prey, the
devil is always looking for ways to lure us over to his
side by tricking us to sin.  We must "Resist him,
steadfast in the faith knowing that the same
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in
the world.” (5:9)  In other words, Peter is telling
these Christians that they are not the only ones who
are being persecuted. Other believers are enduring
the same kinds of sufferings.  Anytime we are faced
with hardships, we need to remember that we are
not alone. Others experience these same problems. 
We must resist the lies of the devil and stand firm
in the faith.

What are some trials or persecutions that young Christians may face today?  
Have you ever been made fun of because you refused to do something you 
knew was wrong?  Maybe you were asked  to let another student copy your 
homework or answers on a test.  Perhaps it was because you went to the aid of 
someone who was being bullied.  Have you ever been called nasty names?  Do 
we ever feel sorry for ourselves by thinking that we are "the only ones" trying to 
live the way Jesus wants us to live?  If so, we might need to ask ourselves who 
we want to live for-- the devil or Jesus.  Think about it.  If we follow the devil, 
where will he lead us?  If we follow Jesus, where will He lead us?  Where 
do you want to go?  Who do want to follow?

The devil ls a hungry llon, 
but he gets to eat you 
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