
l'Dl In the Loni's ArllY 
Lesson 11 

God Helpinf! His People 

Theme: Obedience - Keeping a promise even when it's hard 

Memory verse 
"In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own 
eyes." Judges 17:6 

Daily Bible Readings 
Thursday Judges 10:6-16 
Friday Judges 10: 17-11: 11 
Saturday Judges 11:12-28 
Monday Judges 11 :29-40 
Tuesday Judges 12: 1-7 

Do you remember the cycle of the judges we've learned in earlier lessons? 
The children of Israel forgot all God did for them and turned to the gods of 
the Canaanites and other people living around them. Why were the Israelites 

tempted to serve other gods? 
When other people worshiped idols and life was good for them, the Israelites 

decided they would worship idols too. But only God is God; there is 
none other. God's people needed to learn that following other gods was 
wrong. Worshiping idols is against God; it I -
is sin. Judges 10:10-16 

God tried in many ways to help His I Wh 1 · t G d' ·11 ·t · en peop e go agams o s WI , I IS 
people learn to follow only Him. As long as I 
they served Him and worshiped only Him, _ _ _ _ _ 
God helped them win battles against their / 
enemies. When people forsook God and 
worshiped other gods, God punished them. 
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Judges 10:17-11:11 

I 
1 Who were the people of Israel fighting? 

The people wanted _ ____ to lead 
them in battle against the Ammonites. 

God is patient with people; He knows 
we will make mistakes. If we come back to 
Him and ask for forgiveness, He will help 
us. When we go against God's will and sin, 
we must ask God to forgive us. 

Be Careful About Promises 
The people of Israel sinned again, and 

1 

God let their enemies come against them. 
I The Israelites cried out for God's help, and 

He raised up Jephthah to deliver them from 
the Ammonites. Jephthah knew that only God could deliver His people. 

Jephthah first tried to make peace with the Ammonites. He reminded them of how 
God had helped the children of Israel in all their battles. He tried to 
make them understand that no one 
could stand against Israel if God was Judges 11:12-28 
with them. At first, Jephthah wanted to make: 

The Ammonites did not listen to 
Jephthah. So Jephthah asked God to a) peace 
bless him as he took an army to fight b) war 
the Ammonites. Jephthah told the 
Lord that if He would help him win c) dinner with the Ammonites 
the battle, he would make a sacrifice 
when he came home. Jephthah 
promised he would sacrifice the 
first thing he saw when he returned home. God helped him win and, when he returned 
home, the first thing Jephthah saw was his own daughter. If Jephthah kept his promise 
to God, he would sacrifice his only daughter. 

God doesn't want us to make these kinds of promises. God wants us to decide to 
live for Him, according to His will. We don 't have to make deals with God to receive 
His help. But when we make promises, God expects us to keep them . 

I want to be like 
my friends and 
impress them. 
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Put an X in the light that 
best describes you. 

Yellow - sometimes 
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Jephthah and the army of the 
Judges 11:29-40 children of Israel won the battle and 
True or False? The , destroyed the Ammonites. When God 

Lord helped Jephthah win the battle againSt was with the children of Israel, no one 
the Ammonites. could stand in their way. 

Who came out to meet Jephthah when 
he was returning from battle against the 
Ammonites? 

Fighting Against Each Other 
In Judges 12, we read a sad story of 

God's people fighting each other. The 
people of Ephraim and Gilead were 
both people of Israel, but they had a 
disagreement and fought each other. 
God did not intend for His people to 
fight each other, but sometimes they 
ignored Him. Many people of Israel 
died because they fought against each 

Why did this make Jephthah sad? 

1 other. God's people have plenty of 
1 

enemies in the world. We should never 
fight each other. 

Judges 12:1-7 

True or False? The people 
of Israel fought many enemies, but they never 
fought each other . 
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Think About It ... 
If you could have anything you wanted, what would it be? Be 
sure it is something that would make you happy for a long, 
long time. Now, write down what you would promise someone if they could give 
you your wish: 

What did you have to think about before you decided what your wish would be? 

Operaoon Bible Facts 
Which book of the Old Testament is about the 

people returning to Jerusalem and rebuilding the temple? 

Fill in the blanks with the Beatitudes: "Blessed are the ____ in spirit, 

for theirs is the of heaven. Blessed are those who 
- - - - - --- - -

for they shall be . Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit 

the . Blessed are those who and ----- ----- --- --

for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the _ _ _ _ , for 

they shall receive ____ . Blessed are the ___ in heart, for they shall 

see _ _ _ . Blessed are the _____ _ _ , for they shall be called the 

of God." NASB - - - -

On a map inside the back cover that shows the regions of Canaan, label the 
two kingdoms of the Divided Kingdom- Judah and Israel. 
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