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Lesson 11 

Obeying Jesus Even When It's I-lard 

Theme: Faith - Obeying Jesus even when it's hard 

Sunday Morning Lesson 

Pre-Class Activity: In keeping with the "hard" theme suggested for this 
lesson, have a worksheet with a puzzle more difficult than 
usual. Use this as a lead-in to talk about the other hard things the students 
encountered in the classroom. 

Bible Facts: Special Delivery: Bible Facts 

M emory Verse: Have the Memory Verse strips hidden in different places throughout the room. 
Have the students find the strips and place them on the floor in front of the 
pocket chart. Once all the strips are found, have the students place them in the 
pocket chart correctly. Read the Memory Verse aloud together . 

Prayer 

Lesson of the Day 

Ideas for Teaching the Lesson 

1. Begin teaching this lesson from the moment the students walk in the door. Create a teaching 
environment for the day in which things are harder than usual. Have desks in front of the door 
that students have to get through to get into the room. Turn over chairs so they can't be used. 
Make sure the floor is clean so children's clothes won't get dirty, and have them sit on the floor 
or have small boxes or stools for seats. Darken the classroom by putting bulletin board paper 

2 . 

3 . 

over the windows or lights, making it harder to see. The objective is for the students to be more 
uncomfortable than usual during the class period . 

In the classroom Bibles, have the students find and mark 1 Peter 4: 15-16 . 

In the uncomfortable setting, tell the story of the apostle Peter and his letter to Christians. 
Review Peter's "ups" and "downs" in following Jesus. He was often the first to speak and the first 
to learn the lesson Jesus was teaching. Peter was with Jesus during Jesus' transfiguration. He said 
he would never leave Jesus and would stay with Him regardless of what happened. But the night 
Jesus was arrested, Peter and all the disciples left Jesus and fled. Three times Peter said he did not 
know Jesus and had nothing to do with Him. But Peter was sorry and learned from his mistakes 
and sins. He srood up to preach about Jesus boldly on the day of Pentecost. He wrote two letters 
in our New Testament to Christians. He wrote 1 Peter to Christians who were suffering. He 
encouraged them to follow Jesus even when it was hard. Peter knew what he was talking about 
when he wrote this . 
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4. 

• 
Have items in the Letters From Heaven Package to use in teaching the lesson. You may have a 
"precious" stone, such as a diamond; some green and some dry grass or flowers; a picture of a 
lion. 

5. Pick out some of the points Peter writes about in 1 Peter that have meaning for your students. 
Possible points for emphasis are as follows: 

• 

• 

We are saved from sin by Jesus' "precious" blood . 

Other things fade and die; God's Word lasts forever . 

• 
• 

Christians are special people to God, but this doesn't mean living will always be easy . 

We must decide to live for Jesus even when it's hard . 

• The devil is like a roaring lion who will sneak up and pounce on us, but we can stand up to 
him. 

6. Have the students talk about their "hard" circumstances in class. Talk with them about other 
"hard" things Christians face - decisions to come to Bible class and worship when others are 
doing "fun" things or someone makes fun of you for following Jesus. Read together 1 Peter 4: 15-
16 and talk about the verses. 

7. Put the key verse scroll on the Letters from Heaven Wall. 

Suggested Song(s) for this Lesson 

• Give Me the Bible 

• The B-1-B-L-E 

• The More We Read the Bible 

• Seek Ye First 
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Lesson 11 

Wednesday Night Lesson 

Pre-Class Activity: Have two sets of twenty-one craft sticks. On each stick write the name of a New 
Testament letter. Have the students remove the sticks from a cup and place the 
letters in their proper order on the table . 

Bible Facts: Special Delivery: Bible Facts 

Memory Verse: Cut the Memory Verse strips into smaller units, having only a word or two on 
each piece. Have the pieces on the floor in from of the pocket chart. Have the 
students arrange the pieces correctly in the pocket chart. 

Prayer 

Starter 

Think about taking a test at school. We usually think of a test as bad - something we don't want 
to do. Bur for a moment, try thinking of a test as something good. A test is a way to show what you 
know and to help you know what you need to work on. Taking a test is good because it identifies 
some things about ourselves that can be helpful. 

A doctor might give you a test. Maybe he sticks something down your throat ro see if you have 
an infection. That's no fun. Who wants a stick stuck down his throat? But the test can tell the doctor 
something valuable. Through the test, the doctor identifies the type of infection you have so he 
can give you the right medicine to treat it. The test was good even though it hurt. Christians are 
sometimes "tested" by the way they are treated by others. A "test" like this hurts, but it can do a lot of 
good by helping us think about what we know and believe . 

Briefly Review the Lesson from Sunday Morning 

Ideas for Illustrating and Reinforcing the Lesson 

1. Objective: Reinforce the theme of the lesson 

Ask the students about the "hard" circumstances in their classroom the previous Sunday. Have 
them tell you the lessons they remember and learned . 

2. Objective: Illustrate something that is "precious" and make application to Jesus' blood 

• Bring to class something that is especially important to you - one of those th ings you would try 
hard to preserve if your house caught on fire. Ask students to tell you something chat is especially 
important to them - a pet or toy, for example. Talk with them about how they treat chis 
important item. Show them what is especially important to you and how you treat it. Now make 
application to Jesus' blood that saves us from sin. Read 1 Peter 1: 18-19 and 3: 18. Talk about how 
"precious" is Jesus' blood, which stands for His death on the cross. Christians have been baptized 
into Jesus' death and they remember His death in the Lord's Supper . 
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3. Objective: Illustrate fading and dying 

• Look around in your classroom or home for something that has been faded by the sun. OR you 
may bring flowers that have been deprived of water and are wilted. Talk with the students about 
how fading, wilting, rusting, wearing out, withering, and dying happen to things and people 
in life. This is the normal course of events. Ask the students if they have examples of this topic 
- toys left outside in the rain and sunshine, clothes wearing out, or a pet dying. Read aloud 1 
Peter 1:23-25 and discuss what stands forever and what we must do with it. 

4. Objective: Demonstrate how we can resist the devil 

• Make a pipe cleaner person for each student and one for the teacher. Have the teacher's "person" 
sneal<: up on the others one at a time and try to convince them to do something wrong. Some 
examples are as follows: 

• "Come spend the night with me Saturday night, and we'll go to the lake on Sunday." 

• "Let's play video games; you can do your Bible class lesson later." 

• "Come on, lie to the teacher so we won't get in trouble." 

Have the students speak for the person who is being tempted and develop a defense against the 
temptation. Read 1 Peter 5:8-9 and talk about it. 

5. Objective: Illustrate that God's Word lasts forever. 

• Read together 1 Peter 1 :23-25; 2: 1. Use items from the Letters from H eaven Package to discuss 
how our lives on earth don't last long but God's Word lasts forever. Take them out one at a time 
as needed - some green grass and some dry grass, flowers both fresh and wilted, and money. 
Then take out three books - two storybooks and one Bible. Discuss which one is God's Word 
which will last forever. 

Suggested Song(s) for this Lesson 

• Give Me the Bible 

• The B-I-B-L-E 

• The More We Read the Bible 

• Seek Ye First 

56 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

'Jhings to Get or Do 
for \X'edncsday Nio-ht 

• i:, 

• w 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 
• 


	3rd & 6th Lesson 11 Teacher-p1
	3rd & 6th Lesson 11 Teacher-p2
	3rd & 6th Lesson 11 Teacher-p3
	3rd & 6th Lesson 11 Teacher-p4

