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Gideon was a great leader. The people wanted him to be their 

king, but Gideon refused. He told them God was their king. The 

people did have peace for 40 years – all of Gideon’s life.  

No sooner had Gideon died than the people went back to the idols. 

They forgot God’s laws and did evil again. Isn’t that so sad? Once 

again their enemies came and took them captive. Finally, the 

Israelites turned to the Lord for help. God raised up Tola to be 

judge for 23 years. He was followed by Jair who led Israel for 22 

years.  

When these men died, Israel did evil again. They bowed to idols 

again. They asked God for help again, but this time God said, 

“Ask your idols to help you!” God had a right to be angry didn’t 

He? 

The people got rid of the idols again and begged God for help. 

They repented and God could not stand their misery. He forgave 

them again. The Israelites gathered to fight their oppressors, the 

Ammonites, but they had no leader now.  

There was a brave man named Jephthah who became the captain 

of the army to fight against the king of Ammon. Jephthah fought 

and defeated the Ammonites because God was with him.  

Just before the battle, Jephthah made a vow or promise to God. If 

God gave him the victory, he would offer as a sacrifice whatever 

came out of his house first to meet him when he returned.,  
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This was a foolish thing to do for Jephthah had no idea what or 

who would meet him on his return. Lo and behold his daughter 

came out to meet him. She was so happy and proud of her father. 

Suddenly, Jepthah  remembered his promise. He tore his clothes 

and cried loudly.  

We should be careful of what we promise. We sometimes make 

foolish promises too. Can you think of any? 

 Cross my heart & hope to die 

 If you buy me this, I will never ask for anything again. 

 If I get well, I will give away all I have. 
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True and False Questions 

T F   1. The Israelites forgot God again. 

T F   2. God told them to get help from their idols. 

T. F   3. God did not love them anymore.  

T F   4. Jephthah was a brave man. 

T F   5. Jephthah would not help God’s people. . 

T F   6. Jephthah made a vow. 

T F   7. Jephthah would sacrifice what met him first.  

T F   8. Jephthah’s son came out first.  

T F   9. We should not make foolish promises.  

T F 10. God never gets angry. 

 

Judges Review 

                         1st Judge    Ehud 

                Woman Judge    Jephthah 

     Killed by King Eglon    Shamgar 

Judge with 300 Fighters    Deborah 

                    Third Judge    Othniel 

             Vowed foolishly    Gideon 
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