
Lesson 12 

God's Prophets, Haggai and 
Malachi 

Theme: Faith - Believing God's prophets 

Sunday Morning Lesson 

Pre-Class Activity 

Bible Facts: 

Memory Verse: 

Prayer 

Nail Down the Bible Facts 

Give each student an opportunity to say the Memory Verse for the class. 
When each one completes it, the students may show their approval as 
directed by the teacher. Help students who struggle with the memory 
work to be successful. Continue the display featuring all three Memory 
Verses for the quarter. For today's recognition, add another board and 
the third Memory Verse. Have notes and nails ready to attach the names 
of students who "nail" the verse. 

Teaching Today's Lesson 

1. For non-reading students, read Haggai 1:3-4; Haggai 2:4-7; Malachi 1:10- 13; Malachi 
2:11, 13-14, 16; and Malachi 3:1-2. Have reading students find and mark Haggai 1:3 in 
the classroom Bibles. 

2. Ask students to bring the Bibles and move to the Bible story area. 

3. Establish the setting of the lesson by asking a student to point to the place on the time 
line when today's events took place. 

4. Further establish the setting by asking a student to show Jerusalem on a map. 

5. Introduce Lesson Graphics using the "Build Your Life for God Tool Apron" as described 

on page 8 of this Guide. 

6. Tell the story using the Building Your Life for God Lesson Graphics and other props. 

7. Tell the story and teach the lesson emphasizing the following scenes and points, tailored 
to your age group: 

• Haggai was God's prophet who encouraged the people to stop putting things off and 
get busy working on the temple. 

• Malachi was God's prophet to talk to the people and the priests about their sins and 
remind chem to repent and to respect and honor God. 
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Malachi taught the people to give their best to God, and we must do the same . 
Malachi prophesied about the coming of God's Son Jesus to save all faithful believers 
from sin. 

8. Using lesson graphics and related props, tell the story of Haggai's warning and encour
agement to the Israelites about building the temple. Haggai's message has three big ideas: 

lhink about what you are doing! (Haggai 1: 1-1 5) Haggai cold God's people to think. They had 
returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple, the house of God. Bue they got discouraged and 
stopped the temple project. They started building their own houses instead of God's house. Hag
gai asked people to chink about which house was more important. [Hold a light bulb over your 
head to illustrate thinking.] 

Be strong! (Haggai 2: 1-9) H aggai reminded the people that God would be with them. He had 
been with chem in many ways, and He would still be with chem. God would help chem build 
the temple and fill it with glory. Knowing this should help people be strong and full of courage. 
[Show strength by holding up your arms and flexing your muscles.] 

Clean up your lives! (Haggai 2: 10-23) Being in Jerusalem and having an altar did not make people 
what they needed to be. People were making sacrifices, but their hearts were not right with God. 
People were suffering because they were not following God. God sent a message through Haggai 
that if people would clean up their lives and do right, He would bless chem. At the appropriate 
time, read Haggai 1 :3-4 aloud in unison. [Illustrate with a small broom and dustpan or a 
cleaning cloth.] 

9. Tell the story of Malachi's message of rebuke and encouragement to the Israelites about 
correcting some bad actions and looking for the Coming One. Malachi has three big ideas: 

Shut the gates! (Malachi 1: 1-2:9) Malachi spoke co people about not respecting God. Priests 
were supposed to teach and help people serve God. Instead, they were dishonoring God by the 
sacrifices they offered. Instead of giving God the best, the priests sacrificed animals which were 
blind, crippled, and sick. This did not honor God, and H e was not pleased. Malachi said, "You 
might as well shut the temple doors!" (Malachi 1: 1 0) God meant it would be better to make no 
sacrifices than to make these bad sacrifices. [Pantomime shutting the gates.] 

I hate divorce! (Malachi 2: 10- 17) God wants a husband and wife to 
stay together and work out whatever problems they have. When a 
man and woman get married, they make promises to love each ocher 
and scay together always. In Malachi's day, people were deciding 
not co be married any longer. Husbands were divorcing their wives, 
but this is not God's way. God is not pleased when people divorce. 
[Illusrrace with a man's and a woman's wedding bands.] 

You are robbing Me! (Malachi 3:1-4:6) God gave His people many, 
many things. He also wanted them to give co Him to support the 
temple and priests. When people didn't give, they were robbing 
God. They were caking what really belonged to Him. God explained 
that if they honored Him by giving as He commanded, He would 
give them many, many blessings. At the appropriate time, read 

Malachi 3: 1 aloud in unison. [Pantomime sneaking around and 

raking things.] 
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12 

od's Prophets, Haggai and 
a achi 

The:i:ne: Fairh - Believing God's prophets 

ednesday Night Lesson 

Pre-Class Activity 

Bible Facts: 

1emon- Verse: 

tarter 

Nail Down the Bible Facts 

Repeat the Sunday morning memory work activity for any students who 
were not present. Talk with the students about what rhe Memory Verse 
tells us about God. 

Do you ever repeat anything that you say to your parents? All of us do this, but when do 
we do it? We repeat ourselves when we think we have not been heard. If you're in a store and 
your mom is shopping, she's probably focused on shopping. She knows you're with her, but 
she's not giving you her full attention. 

Now suppose you want a candy bar or a toy. You ask your mom if you can have it, but 
she doesn't respond in any way. She just keeps shopping, and you can tell by looking at her 
eyes that she didn't really hear what you said. So, what do you do? Of course, you repeat 
your request. If she still doesn't hear, you may say it again and speak louder. You may go over 
to her and touch her hand to get her attention and repeat your request again. You'll keep 
repeating it until you know she's heard you, right? And then if you don't get the answer you 
want, you may try saying it again in a different way. 

Most everybody repeats things to get their point across to others. God did something like 
this through His prophets. These men spoke for God. They brought His Word to His people. 
But people often were not listening. Their attention was on other things. God sent prophets 
again and again to His people to get their attention and give them His Word. Let's think 
about the messages of two of God's prophets - Haggai and Malachi. 

Illustrations and Applications 
• 1. Objective: Illustrate a part of Haggai's message - cleaning up our lives 

Make the classroom dirty - sprinkle some dust around on the furniture, wad up paper 
and throw it on the Boor, and scatter other objects so that the room is really messy. 
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Talk with the students about the messy room. What's the problem? It is unpleasant. Ir's 
a safety hazard; people may fall over the junk. Have small bags for trash and a dusting 
cloth, and give assignments to the students to clean up the room. Once the room is 
clean, make the application chat sometimes our lives get "dirty" or "messy." We do wrong 
things or fail to do right things. Talk about ways we can clean up our lives. 

♦ 2. Objective: Illustrate specific mistakes and sins that need to be cleaned up 

On 3x5 cards, write out mistakes and "sins" kids commit or that they see in others. 
Examples are disobeying parents, saying bad words, and lying. Pass out the cards. Have 
the students crumple their cards and throw chem on the floor. Ask everyone to get 
up, walk around the room, and kick the cards around. Give the students a broom and 
dustpan and tell them to clean the floor. They are to sweep up the cards and throw them 
in the trash can. Talk with the students about cleaning up our lives by getting rid of 
wrong actions. 

♦ 3. Objective: Illustrate part of Malachi's message - giving our best to God 

Bake some cookies and bring chem to class. Over-bake one batch of cookies so it is 
obvious chat they are burned. Explain to the students that you will pass out the cookies, 
but no one is to eat chem. As a class, you are going to make a gift of cookies to give to 
some senior member of the church. Make sure each student gets one good cookie and 
one bad one. Allow chem to look at but not touch the cookies. Allow them to talk about 
how much they like the cookies. They will likely note that some are almost burned. 
Explain that each student will give one cookie for the gift and keep one cookie to eat 
later. Now pass a plate around to collect the cookies to be used for the gift. Talk about 
the decision chat everyone has to make - which cookie they will give and which chey 
will keep. Discuss how Malachi talked to the priests about giving to God diseased and 
defective animals and keeping the best for themselves. 

e::~J~~ 
Building k ~ 
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