
Take T■e to Be Bo~ 
L-.esson 11 

BlessinQ, Instead of CursinQ, Israel 
e: Faith- Obeying from the heart 

ory Verse 
-B~ the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 'Because you have 

believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of 
Ds:rael therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land 
• .i h I have given them."' 

After this lesson you 
should be able to ... 

• Identify why Balak 
wanted to curse Israel 
and who he called on to 
do it 

I 

..,,. 

_ Bible Readin!!s 
_ umbers 22: 1-21 
>lumbers 22:22-35 

Numbers 20: 12 

Numbers 22:36-41; 23:1 -3, 11-12 
Numbers 23:13-17, 25-30 

-umbers 24:1-2, 10-14 

• Describe how God taught 

Balaam to obey Him 

hat would you think if your dog or cat spoke to you one day? We've 
heard animals speaking in movies, but we know this doesn't happen 
in real life. But a long time ago, 

· d. d happen to a man named Balaam. He 
eard a donkey speak! To get a point across 

Balaam and to Israel, God caused the 
~ey to talk. 

• am and Balak 
The nation of Israel moved toward the 

hnd of Canaan from the east and came near 
land of Moab. This scared the people of 

ioab because they had heard about Israel 's 
· :crories over other nations. Balak, the king 

., .\:oab. decided he would hire Balaam 
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Numbers 22:1-21 
King Balak of Moab wanted 
to curse Israel because a) he 
hated Israel, b) he was afraid of Israel, 
c) Israel was attacking Moab. 

True or False? 
When God saw that Balaam really 
wanted to go to work for King Balak, 
He allowed Balaam to go and to say 
whatever he wanted to say . 



Numbers 22:22-35 
When the donkey saw the angel 
of the Lord in the road, it a) cried, 
b) laughed, c) stopped. 

What instructions did the angel give to 
Balaam about the words he would speak? 

to travel 400 miles to say a curse on 
Israel so the nation wouldn't win over 
Moab. 

Balaam was well known as a seer 
or soothsayer. This means he tricked 
people into thinking he could tell what 
would happen before it happened 
or that he could change what would 
happen. People thought if Balaam 
spoke a curse on a nation that nation 
would have trouble, or ifhe spoke a 
blessing on a nation that nation would 

be blessed. People paid Balaam to speak his blessings or curses, and King Balak was 
willing to pay. Balak sent the elders of Moab to Balaam with money. They asked Balaam 
to come to Moab to speak against Israel. 

Balaam and God 
At first, God would not allow Balaam to travel to Moab to curse Israel. Balaam sent 

the elders from Moab back home to tell Balak he would not come. Balak then sent more 
leaders with offers of more money. God could tell that Balaam really wanted to go, so He 
allowed him to go and told him to speak only what God said. 

God allowed Balaam to go to Moab, but He was angry that Balaam wanted to go. 
God sent Balaam a message in a way that would get his attention. God sent his message 
through a talking donkey! The donkey Balaam was riding saw an angel in the way, but 
Balaam couldn't see the angel. The donkey stopped and would not go past the 
angel. Balaam hit the donkey with a stick 
to make it go, but the donkey would not 
go because it saw the angel in the way. 
Balaam hit the donkey again with a stick. 
Finally, the Lord caused the donkey to ask 
Balaam why he had hit him three times. 

Imagine how Balaam must have felt 
when the donkey spoke! The Lord then let 
Balaam see the angel whom the donkey 
was seeing. God explained that the donkey, 
which can be a stubborn animal, turned 
aside when she saw the angel. In contrast, 
God had told Balaam not to go to Moab, 
but Balaam went anyway. God was saying 
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Numbers 22:36-41; 
23:1-3, 11-12 
Matching: 

Balaam 

Balak 

God 

told Balaam what 
to say 

spoke words of 
blessing on Israel 

offered sacrifices to 
Baal 



• 

Numbers 23:13-17, 25-30 
Where else did Balak take Balaam to try 
getting different results? a) Pizgah and 

Peor, b) Pizgah and Jericho, c) Peor and Jericho 

True or False: 
Balaam finally cursed the Israelites for Balak. 

that Balaam was more stubborn than 
a donkey. 

Balaam and Israel 
When Balaam finally got to 

Moab, Balak took him to a place 
where the idol Baal was worshiped. 
Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep 
and asked Balaam to curse Israel. 
Balaam explained that he would say 

only what the Lord wanted him to say. Every time Balaam opened his mouth, he blessed 
instead of cursed Israel. Balak kept taking Balaam to different places, hoping to get 
different results. But the result was always the same. Three times Balaam spoke a blessing 
on Israel. Balaam's blessings on Israel made Balak angry, but there was nothing he could 
do about it. God was behind the blessing, so it could not be stopped. 

In a part of one blessing, Balaam said 
about Israel, "Blessed is everyone who 
blesses you, And cursed is everyone 
who curses you." This reminds us of 
the blessing God first spoke to Abraham 
recorded in Genesis 12:1-3. God had not 
forgotten this great promise. Moab was 
against Israel, so God was against Moab. 
It would not do any good for Balaam or 
anyone else to curse Israel. Israel was 
blessed by God, so the nation would be 
blessed in spite of what others did . 

When I want to 
disobey, God will 

make me obey. 

Numbers 24:1-2, 10-14 
Why was Balak angry with 
Balaam? 

Who was controlling what Balaam said? 

• 0 
Put an X in the light 
that best describes you. 

Becl-ddlldme 

0 
Yellow-sometimes 

45 



Do you ever know what God wants you to do, but find it hard 
to do? Can you think of an example of this from your own life? 

~~ What did you learn from this lesson to help you obey God? 

Take Tilt fo Ille ~ 
Find one of your parents right now and say the beatitudes from 
memory. If you need help, read Matthew 5: 1-11 . 

What book of the Old Testament tells about returning to 
Jerusalem and rebuilding the temple? 

On a map inside the back cover, mark with an X the major regions of Canaan: Negev, 
Hill Country, Coastal Plain, Transjordan. 

46 

• • • • • • • • • 


	4th Grade Lesson 11 Student-p1
	4th Grade Lesson 11 Student-p2
	4th Grade Lesson 11 Student-p3
	4th Grade Lesson 11 Student-p4

