
The Cross & the Empty Tom 
Lesson 8 

Jeiui h Arreited 
Theme: Faithfulness - Standing up for Jesus 

MemoryVerm 
"But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb ... And they 
found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the 
body of the Lord Jesus . . . [and] men said to them, 'Why do you seek the living One 
among the dead?' He is not here, but He has risen.'" Luke 24: 1-6 

Daily Bible Reading1 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Monday 
Tuesday 

Matthew 26:36-46 
Matthew 26:47-56 
Matthew 26:57-68 
Matthew 26:69-75 
Matthew 27:1-10 

W 
e want people to be fair with us, and we should be fair with others. When the 
Jewish leaders started looking for a way to kill Jesus, they didn't 
treat Him fairly. Let 's see what happened. 

Jern~ in 6eth~emane 
After His final meal with the apostles, 

Jesus and the men sang a hymn and went to 
the Mount of Olives. Jesus was troubled by 
the death He would soon die for the sins of 
the world. To think and pray, Jesus went to a 
garden called Gethsemane. 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John to 
Gethsemane with Him and told them to pray. 
They would soon face difficult days, and 
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Matthew 26:36=-4U6; - --=~ ~ .....;~~ 

In the garden, what two things did 
Jesus pray for? 

1) 

2) 

Why did Jesus want His apostles to 
pray? 



Matthew 26:47-56 

I Who led the soldiers to Jesus? 

He pointed out Jesus with a 

they needed God's help and strength. Jesus 
went a little farther to pray by Himself. He 
knew His death would be painful and dif-
ficult, but He prayed for God's will to be 
done. Even when it meant dying on the cross 
for everybody's sins, Jesus was willing to do 
His Father's will. 

When Jesus finished His prayer, He 
returned to the three disciples and found 
them asleep. He woke them and encouraged 

them to pray; they needed help and strength. When Jesus went back to pray, the men 
fell asleep again. Jesus came and woke them again, but their eyes were so heavy they 
couldn't keep them open. Jesus prayed a third time and came back to find the men 
asleep again. By this time, Judas had come to Gethsemane to tum Jesus 
over to the soldiers. The time to pray was past. 

Jeim' fint Hearing Before the Jewi 
For thirty pieces of silver, Judas led a 

band of soldiers to Gethsemane. He knew 
this was one of Jesus' favorite places and 
that they would probably find Him there. 
Judas pointed out Jesus to the soldiers by 
kissing Him. 

While Jesus was being tried by the 
Jews, where was Peter? 

The soldiers arrested Jesus. Peter fought back with a sword, but Jesus told him to 
put it away. Though Jesus had tried to prepare the disciples for this moment, the men 
were confused and afraid. Not knowing what else to do, all of them left Jesus and fled 
into the night. The soldiers bound Jesus like a common criminal and took Him to the 
Jewish leaders who had ordered His arrest. 

Even when people 
make fun of me, I 
try to obey Jesus. 

• 0 
0 
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Put an X in the light that 
best describes you. 

:a.Nt- mwr 

Yellow - sometimes 

Gran-



The Jews had to decide what charge they would bring against Jesus when they took 
Him before the Roman governor. While men questioned Jesus, soldiers made fun of 
Him and beat Him. He could have called thousands of angels to rescue Him, but He 
didn' t. The Jews were not treating Jesus fairly, but He did not fight back. 

Judai and Peter'i Hegre~ 
While Jesus was before the Jews, two of His disciples, Judas and Peter, had their 

own struggles. Judas realized he made a serious mistake in turning over Jesus to the 
Jews. When he saw they were going to kill Jesus, Judas returned the 
thirty pieces of silver and said Jesus was 

Matthew 26:69-75 innocent. Judas was so upset with himself 
that he threw the money into the temple 
and went out and hanged himself. 

Peter said he would stay with Jesus; 
but when the soldiers came to arrest Jesus, 
Peter ran away. A little later, Peter was in 
the courtyard of the high priest's house. 
Peter wanted to get close enough to know 

How did Peter "deny" Jesus 
three times? 

what was happening to Jesus, but he didn't want anyone to know he was 
associated with Jesus. While he was around the fire in the courtyard, a 

Cross out the incorrect answers: 

Judas: 

betrayed Jesus 

was in the courtyard with Peter 

gave back the money 

denied Jesus 

killed himself 

few people thought they recognized 
Peter as one of Jesus' followers. 
When they said something about this, 
Peter said he didn't know Jesus. 

Three times someone said 
something about Peter's being with 
Jesus, and three times Peter said 
he did not know Jesus. Early in the 
morning, right after the third time 
Peter denied knowing Jesus, a rooster 
crowed. This made Peter remember 
Jesus' words that he would deny 

Jesus three times by morning. When Peter realized he had done this, he was sorry. This 
made Peter cry long and hard. But in time, Peter turned from his wrong and served 
Jesus well. 
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Th ink About It ... 
Many people in the world do not follow Jesus. 
Some even make fun of people who do follow 
Him. Imagine some kids at your school making 
fun of you because you go to church and try to do 
what Jesus says. How do you feel? Is it tempting 
to say, "Aw, I really don 't believe all that. My parents make me go to church."? 
How can we handle this situation? 

I Know My Bible Fae~! 
Which book in the Bible is about being ready for Jesus? 

Using numbers, put the major stages of Bible history in the proper 
order: 

Salvation in Jesus Christ 

__ Wilderness Wanderings 

__ Living in the Promised Land 

Law at Mount Sinai 

Punished by Captivity 

Promise to Abraham 

Slavery in Egypt 

On the map inside the back cover, mark the city of Damascus 
with an X. 
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