
Lesson 8: God Provides for Israel- Exodus 15-17 

 

 God’s people were safe from the slavery in Egypt. God had delivered them, and Pharaoh’s 

army was destroyed. They sang a song of praise, and Miriam, Moses and Aaron’s sister, led the 

women in song.  

The pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire led them in the wilderness (desert) for three days. They 

found no water to drink, and the people complained to Moses. Finally, they found a pool of 

water, but when they drank of it, the water was bitter. Again, the people murmured against 

moses. It was called Marah which means bitter.  

God showed Moses a tree and told him to throw it in the water. When he did, the water became 

good to drink. The people and the animals all drank what they wanted.  

The people traveled on and came to a place called Elim that had 12 springs of water and 70 

palm trees. They camped there for a while. God told the Israelites He would take care of them if 

they listened to His Word.  

Before long all the food they had was gone, and the people complained about being hungary. At 

least they had food in Egypt. God took care of this situation also. He rained down bread called 

manna from heaven every day. The people could gather it 6 days a week. On Friday, they could 

gather double manna for no work was to be done on the Sabbath. If they gathered too much any 

otheR day, it would get worms in it.  

Still, the people grumbled. They got tired of manna. God then sent quail into the camp in the 

evening. Quail are small birds which flew in every evening and covered the camp so that the 

people could catch them and cook them for supper.  

As the people traveled on, they found no water again. The people complained again and blamed 

Moses. God told Moses to take some elders with him away from the others. Moses was told to 

strike the big rock in Horeb. When he obeyed, water came out of the rock. One more time, God 

took care of the people by supplying water. Surely, they should trust and obey God now.  
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TRUE AND FALSE QUESTIONS 

T F   1. The waters of Marah were bitter. 

T F   2. God told Moses to put sugar in the water. 

T. F   3. At Elim there were 12 springs of water.  

T F   4. At Elim there were also 70 palm trees. 

T F   5. The people never complained.  

T F   6. God sent manna and quail.  

T F   7. Once a week they gathered manna.  

T F   8. Six days a week they got manna. 

T F   9. Left over manna got worms usually.  

T F 10. It even got worms on the Sabbath. 

T F 11. We should thank God for our food.  

 

 

 


