
Quarter 1  Lesson 2
Sixth Grade

Jesus Is Here!
Stories included in lesson: 

A.  Joseph Learns about Mary   B.  The Birth of Jesus  
C.  Simeon and Anna

D.  Wise Men Seek Jesus

Memory Verse:  “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.”  (ESV)
                                                                                                               Luke 2:11

Introduction

In the study leading up to today's lesson, we learned about some of the 
prophecies concerning  the coming of Jesus, the Messiah, which were foretold 
hundreds of years before they happened:  the birth of John, who would be the 
one who would prepare the way for the Lord's coming; and the angel Gabriel 
appearing to Mary to tell her that she would be the mother of the Messiah.   As 
we continue, we will see the details in how more of these prophecies unfolded.  

A.  Joseph Learns about Mary    Mt. 1:18-25 (ESV)

"18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in
this way.  When His mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together
she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. 19 and her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly."
(Back in those days a betrothal or engagement
was unlike it is today. In that culture, a betrothal
was binding as marriage.  A legal contract was
made between the families of the couple.  Young
Jewish men were considered an adult at around age 13.  They would work for 
several years to save money for marriage.  Young ladies were normally between
the ages of 12 and 16 when they became betrothed.  Therefore, based on the 
tradition of that day, we can assume that Mary was a young teenager at this 
time.  It is likely that Joseph did not learn about Mary being pregnant until after 
her return from her three month visit with Elizabeth and Zacharias.  From 
appearances, it would have looked as if Mary had commited adultery.  According



to Jewish law, if Joseph exposed Mary publicly, she could have been stoned to 
death.  However, he also had the option of ending the relationship by choosing 
to ask for an unconditional and unexplained separation.  Even though this verse 
refers to Joseph as Mary's husband, they were not yet married, just betrothed.)

"20 But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying,...
(Joseph did not yet know the true story
about Mary, and he was thinking about
what he should do.)

...'Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary
as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit.  21 She will bear a Son, and
you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 
His people from their sins.'"

"All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet:  23 'Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call His name Immanuel' (which
means, God with us)."
(Another of the prophecies fulfilled.)                   



 "24 When Joseph woke from sleep,
he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him:  he took his wife, 25
but knew her not until she had given
birth to a son.  And he called His
name Jesus."
(After the angel appeared to Joseph,
he understood that out of all the
Jewish women who had ever lived, his
sweet Mary had been chosen to give
birth to the Messiah.  He also
understood that he would be the
earthly father to the Son of God!  And so, they were married. How very special 
these two young people must have been!)

Now, we fast-forward a few months to the arrival of the birth of the Messiah--an 
event for which the Jewish people had waited hundreds of years.  But how 
would they react?

The pictures in this presentation were used for educational purposes only and were provided by Good News 
Productions International and College Press Publications through  their connection with 
www.freebibleimages.org.
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B. The Birth of Jesus              Luke 2:1-20 (NKJV)

"1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered...3 So all went to be registered, 
everyone to his own city."

"4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with 
child."   (Mary was also of the family of David.  Here, we see other prophecies 
fulfilled.)



When they arrived in Bethlehem, the town was crowded and there was nowhere
for them to stay.

Mary needed somewhere to rest because she knew her baby would soon be 
born.



An innkeeper offered to let them stay in the stable with the animals.

Mary was taken to the stable...



...and made as comfortable as was possible.

Soon Mary gave birth...



...to a baby boy, just as the angel had said would happen.

The baby was wrapped in swaddling clothes...
(Swaddling clothes were strips of cloth which were wrapped around babies 
when they were born.)



...and laid in a manger.
(Our precious Savior was born in a stable and had an animal feed trough as his 
bed!  What humility He showed us from the very beginning of His life on earth!)

"8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night."

m 



"9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid."
(All of a sudden, there stood an angel right in front of them, and a very bright 
light was all around them!  This light came from the glory of God! It's no wonder 
they were afraid!)

"10 Then the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy which will be to all people...



11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord.  12 And this will be the sign to you:  You will find a Babe wrapped in 
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.'"
(The angel announced to this particular group of shepherds that the long 
awaited Christ had been born.  Not only that, the angel told them how to find 
Him.)

"13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying:  14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men!"



"15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 
shepherds said to one another, 'Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.'"
(Notice, the shepherds said, "Let us go now."  They didn't say, "Let's go when 
our watch, or shift, is over."  How eager they were to see the Savior!)

"16 And they came with haste...



...and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger."

"17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which 
was told them concerning this Child."
(After seeing the Christ Child, the shepherds didn't keep this event to 
themselves.  They told others!)



"18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them 
by the shepherds."
(It seems that all of those who heard the story were blown away by it.  However, 
did all of the people who heard the shepherds' story believe it?  Probably not.
After all, the Messiah, the Son of God, the King, being born in a stable?  
Shouldn't He be born in a palace?  But I am sure that there were those who did 
believe!)

 "19 But Mary kept all these things and
pondered them in her heart.  20 Then the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things that they had heard and seen,
as it was told them."
(Just like any good mother would do, Mary
always kept in her heart these precious
memories: memories of the appearance of the angel, memories of the trip to 
Bethlehem and the birth of her Son, memories of the shepherds' visit the night 
Jesus was born; memories of being a part of fulfilled prophecies.  On this night, 
little did she know that one day she would watch her Son heal the sick, raise the
dead, and perform countless miracles.  Little did she know that one day she 
would watch as the Son she loved so much would be horribly tortured, mocked, 
and crucified.   On this night, she was focused only on having given birth to the 
Savior of the world.)

Next, we learn that the shepherds were not the only ones to whom the birth of 
the Messiah was revealed.

The photos in this presentation are for educational purposes only and were provided by LumoProject.com 
through their connection with www.freebibleimages.org. 
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C.  Simeon and Anna           Luke 2:21-38 (ESV)

Verse 21 tells us that when Jesus was eight days old, as required by the law, he 
was circumcised and dedicated to the Lord.  This is when He was officially given
the name Jesus.
"22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord...

24... and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, 'a
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.'" (This happened 40 days after the 
birth of Jesus.  The law allowed the poor to offer turtledoves or pigeons as a 
sacrifice instead of a lamb.)



"25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this 
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27
And he came in the Spirit into the temple,..."
(Simeon had prayed that before he died he would be able to see the Messiah.)

"...and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for Him according to 
the custom of the Law,  28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and 
said,..."

■ 



"29 'Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your 
word;  30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation  31 that You have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples,  32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 
glory to Your people Israel.'  33 And His father and His mother marveled at what
was said about Him."
(Here is someone else whom Mary and Joseph had never met who knew that 
Jesus was the Messiah!) 

"34 And Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary His mother, 'Behold,
this child is appointed for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign that is opposed  35 (and a
sword will pierce through your
own soul also), so that thoughts
from many hearts may be revealed.'"
(The "fall and rising" refers to those
who would refuse to believe that
Jesus was the Son of God and those
who would believe and accept His
teachings.  The sword that would figuratively pierce her heart refers to the 
anguish she would experience as she watched her Son nailed to the cross.  
How did Simeon know these things?  He was guided by the Holy Spirit to say 
them.  Mary would have been perplexed by these sayings at the time, but, years
later, a sad day would come when she would understand as she stood at the 
foot of the cross.)



Verse 36 tells us of a widow and prophetess named Anna who was very old.  
Nevertheless, "37...She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting 
and prayer night and day."

"38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem."
(We do not have many details about  Anna's encounter with Mary, Joseph, and 
Jesus.  However, as with Simeon, she would have been led by the Holy Spirit to 
know that this baby Jesus was the Messiah.  She too had probably prayed that 
she would one day be able to see the Saviour.)



After these events, Mary and Joseph would have returned with Jesus to their 
lodging.

But this is not all that happened during the days and weeks surrounding the birth
of Jesus.  There are still some more people who will come to visit the Messiah. 
Can you guess who they will be? Let's continue our lesson and find out.

The photos in this presentation are for educational purposes only and were provided by LumoProject.com 
through their connection with www.freebibleimages.org. 
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D.  Wise Men Seek Jesus          Matthew 2 (NKJV)

Introduction

You may notice that the story of the wise men visiting Jesus was not included in 
our earlier discussion about His birth.  That is because, contrary to what you 
commonly see in Christmas nativity scenes, they were not there that night!  
Please, notice that verse 1 does not say how many wise men. Although these 
photos show three men, remember that they were commercially made by people
who assumed there were three men. These pictures are used for the purpose of 
enhancing the story to give you an idea of how things might have looked.  Let's 
continue now and study what the scriptures say:

"1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men...

...from the East came...



...to Jerusalem,  2 saying,...

'Where is he who has been born King of the Jews?  For we have seen His star 
in the East and have come to worship Him.'"
(Since the wise men were looking for a King, of course, they went to the most 
logical place to find Him--a king's palace!)



"3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him."
(Herod is upset because he doesn't know anything about some new king being 
born.  Herod is king over the Jews, and his throne will one day be passed to his 
son, not someone else!)

4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
(Because the chief priests and scribes knew the scriptures and its prophecies 
about the Messiah, Herod turned to them for information.) 



"5 So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the 
prophet:  'But you, Bethlemem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among 
the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My 
people Israel.'"

"7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from 
them what time the star appeared.  8 And he sent them to Bethlemem and 
said, 'Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found 
Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.'"
(Do you think Herod really wanted to worship this new king? Certainly not!  He 
wanted to locate this child so that he could get rid of Him and what he thought 
was a threat to his kingdom.)



"9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they 
had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the
young Child was.  10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly 
great joy." 

"11 And when they had come into the house,...
(Notice they did not go into the stable where Jesus was born.  They found Him 
in a house!    Therefore, this is one of the verses that lets us know that the wise 
men were not present at the birth of Jesus.) 



...they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped 
Him.  And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him:..

...gold...



...frankincense,and myrrh."
(Frankincense and myrrh were derived from the sap of certain  trees and were 
used in anointing oil, as perfumes, and in burning incense.)

"12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed for their own country another way."
(This verse lets us know that God did not want the wise men to return to Herod 
with the news of where Jesus could be found.  He knew Herod's plan. The wise 
men had to leave for home that night using a different route by which their 
departure would go undetected by Herod.)



"13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee 
to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young 
Child to destroy Him."
(It appears that this same night Joseph was told to get out of Judea and take his
little family to Egypt. Think about it.  If the wise men had visited Jesus on the 
night of His birth, he wouldn't have been in a house; and he wouldn't have been 
seen by Simeon and Anna in the temple 40 days after He was born!)

"14 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and 
departed for Egypt, 15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 'Out of 
Egypt I called My Son.'"
(Remember those gifts given to Jesus?  That would have helped provide for this 
family's needs as they lived in a foreign country until Herod's death.)  



"16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children 
who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and 
under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men." 
(When Herod saw that the wise men were not coming back to report to him, he 
got really angry.  He ordered his soldiers to kill all the baby boys in that whole 
area who were two years old and under.  Based on the timeframe of when the 
wise men first saw the star, Herod thought this slaughter of young male children 
would surely get rid of this young King.)

"7 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet...."



"19 Now when Herod was dead, behold an angel of the Lord appeared in a  
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 'Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child's 
life are dead.'"

 "21 Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the 
land of Israel.  22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea 
instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.  And being warned by 
God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. 23 And he came 
and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophets, 'He shall be called a Nazarene.'"

II 



Luke 2:40 says," And the Child grew and became strong in spirit , filled with 
wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him."

As we end this lesson, reflect back on all the events which surrounded the birth 
of Jesus.  Think about the people to whom an angel appreared.  Think about the
people who were moved by the Holy Spirit.  Think about the excitement these 
people would have felt upon seeing the tiny baby who would become the Savior 
of the world.  How they must have loved Him!  After witnessing all the ways God 
was glorified, do you think it changed their lives?  

What about us today? Do we love Jesus?  Are we excited about sharing the 
news of Him with others?  Has He changed our lives? 

The photographs and illustrations in this presentation were used for educational purposes only.  The 
photographs were obtained from LumaProject.com and the illustrations from Good News Productions 
International and College Press Publications.  Both resources were found on www.freebibleimages.org.
This lesson was prepared by Margaret Ann Sanders in August 2020 and used scriptures from the ESV and 
NKJV.



Quarter 1    Lesson 2
Additional Story Before Beginning Lesson 3

E.  Jesus Visits Temple at Age 12
Luke 2: 41-52

"41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.  42 
And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem... 

...according to the custom of the feast."



"43 When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered 
behind in Jerusalem,  And Joseph and his mother did not know it; 44 but 
supposing Him to have been in the company...

...they went a day's journey,...
(Some scholars estimate this as being around 20-30 miles.)



...and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances."

"45 So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem,...



...seeking Him.  46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,...

...both listening to them and asking them questions.  47 And all who heard Him 
were astonished at His understanding and answers."



"48 So when they saw Him, they were amazed and His mother said to Him, 
'Son, why have You done this to us?  Look, Your father and I have sought You 
anxiously.'"

49 And He said to them, 'Why did you seek Me?  Did you not know that I must 
be about My Father's business?'"
(These are the first recorded words of Jesus.)



"50 But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them."

"51 Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to 
them, but His mother kept all these things in her heart.  52 And Jesus increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men."



According to A  Commentary on the Gospel of Luke by H. Leo Boles, "At the age
of twelve a boy was regarded as 'a son of the law,' and came under obligation to
observe the ordinances of the law personally."  This tells us that Jesus was now 
at the age where he would be required to attend the annual feasts in Jerusalem.
This was probably His first time to be present at the Passover.  How excited He 
must have been!

When Mary and Joseph left Jerusalem to return home, they did not realize that 
Jesus was not with them.  How could that be?  There would have been a large 
group of friends and neighbors who were traveling together.  They probably 
assumed He was somewhere in the group.  What a surprise they had when it 
came time to camp for the night, and He was nowhere to be found!  

Where was Jesus all this time?  He was in the temple sitting at the feet of the 
Jewish teachers of the law. He was respectfully listening to them as well as 
asking them questions.  These scholars were amazed at this young boy's 
intelligence and understanding of the scriptures.   Mary and Joseph were 
astonished to find Jesus in the temple engaged in discussions of God's law with 
the Jewish rabbis. Had so much time passed and their lives become so routine 
that they had failed to be ever conscious of the supernatural events which 
surrounded Jesus' birth?  His statement that He must be about His Father's 
business tells us that He realized who He was and who His real Father was.  
(This event is the last time Joseph is mentioned by the New Testament writers.)

From the age of twelve, we read nothing in the scriptures about next eighteen 
years of the life of Jesus.   Our upcoming lesson fast forwards to when He is 
around thirty years old and begins His ministry.

The photographs in this presentation are used for educational purposes only.  They were obtained through 
LumaProject.com in their association with www.bibleimages.org.  The Commentary of the Gospel of Luke by H. 
Leo Boles was published in 1940 by the Gospel Advocate Company.  Scriptures were taken from the NKJV.
This lesson was prepared by Margaret Ann Sanders in August 2020.
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