
Quarter 4  Lesson 2
Sixth Grade

Christians Working Together
I Corinthians

Memory Verse:  "Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;

                                                                                                                   I Corinthians 13:4-5 

Introduction:

Corinth, an important trade city of Greece, had a population of about 500,000.  
Its location made it a major link between Rome and the East.  Corinth was made
up of a cross section of worldly minded and sinful people. Pagan temples 
dedicated to idol gods and goddesses towered over the city.   It was in this 
setting at around 51 A.D. that Paul set out to boldly preach the gospel.  After 
three months, Silas and Timothy joined him. 

The new Christians at Corinth came from many and varied backgrounds. 
However, regardless of their differences--national, social, economic, and 
religious-- the people had to learn to live and worship together in harmony.  After
a while, problems arose in the Corinthian church causing Paul to write this letter 
to address those issues.  

Scriptures:

In the first few verses of chapter 1, Paul tells the Corinthian church how he has 
prayed for them.  He offers words of encouragement and points out positive 
things about them.  Next, he mentions problems they are having and discusses 
what they need to do to solve those issues.  He cautions the church to have no 
divisions but to be joined together in the same mind.  (What does it mean to be 
of  "the same mind"?  Is this the way God wants the church to be today?  Why?)



In the following verses of chapter 1 and throughout the remainder of the letter, 
Paul addresses each specific problem in the church and what actions need to 
be taken to find a resolution while continuing to build the faith and maturity of the
Christians in Corinth.

In short, many of the problems vexing the Corinthian church boil down to love--
or a lack of the right kind of love--for fellow Christians.  I Cor. 13 is one of the 
most well-known passages in the New Testament. In it, Paul gives a detailed, 
yet simple, explanation of the characteristics of what real love is.

Chapter 13

"1  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal."  (Corinthian brass was a mixture of gold 
and silver and was famous for its resonance when made into trumpets, etc.  
What do you thinks this means?)
"2  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing.
3  If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have 
not love, I gain nothing.
4  Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant
5  or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
6  it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.
7  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.
8  Love never ends...
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these 
is love.

WOW!!!  Read over these characteristics of love again. How well do you go 
about showing this kind of love to your parents and grandparents, your siblings, 
your friends, your teachers.  How well do you show this kind of love for all the 
people with whom you come in contact?

In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus taught a parable to a lawyer who was asking a question
about eternal life.  As you read this story, notice who does and who does not 
illustrate the characteristics of love.



And behold, a lawyer stood up to put Him (Jesus) to the test, saying, “Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  He said to him, “What is written in the 
Law? How do you read it?”  And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And He said to him, “You have 
answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”  But he, desiring to justify himself, 
said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,



and he fell among robbers,

Who stripped him and beat him



and departed, leaving him half dead.

Now by chance a priest was going down that road,



and when he saw him 

 he passed by on the other side.



So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place

and saw him,



passed by on the other side.

But a Samaritan, as he journeyed,



came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion.

He went to him 



and bound up his wounds,

pouring on oil and wine.



      Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn 

and took care of him.



And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper,

saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I
come back.’



Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell 
among the robbers?”  He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”  And Jesus 
said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Now, go back and reread I Corinthians 13 and think about some of the 
characteristics of love. Have you ever heard the expression, “Actions speak 
louder than words”?  What does that mean?  Think about the    characters and 
their actions in the parable and match them below:

Samaritan                            Patient
                                            Kind
                                            Envious
Robbers                               Arrogant
                                            Rude
                                            Wants his/their own way
Priest and Levite                 Irritable       
                                            Rejoices at wrongdoing

One character showed love; others showed the opposite of love. During that 



time and culture, Jews looked down on Samaritans and had no dealings with 
them. Likewise, Samaritans disliked Jews. The man who had been injured was 
probably a Jew. No wonder this parable is referred to as “The Good Samaritan!” 

When Jesus said, “You go, and do likewise,” what is He telling us today?  Are 
there any of the characteristics of love you read about in chapter 13 that you 
need to develop or improve upon in your life? If so, what are they?  

Remember, no one is perfect, but God wants us to do our best to follow His 
commandments. He wants us to strive each day to show love for each other.  
Today is a day the Lord has given us. Let’s make the most of it!

This material was prepared by Margaret Ann Sanders.  The pictures of the parable were taken from 
freebibleimages.com.

 


