
  

Quarter 3  Lesson 12
Sixth Grade

On Trial for Preaching the 
Gospel

Acts 24-26



  

● Five days after Paul was escorted to Caesarea, Ananias, the high 
priest, arrived with some of the Jewish elders and their 
spokeman, Tertullus {tur TUHL uhs}, to present their case.  As 
Tertullus laid out the charges against Paul, he began by making 
flattering remarks about the govenor, Felix:



  

●

“Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your 
foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms are being made for this 
nation, in every way and everywhere we accept this with all 
gratitude.  But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to 
hear us briefly.”  (Why do you think Tertullus flattered Felix? Do you 
think he was sincere in his remarks?)



  

Then he went on to claim, “Paul is a troublemaker who stirs up riots 
among all the Jews and is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.  He 
even tried to profane the temple.”  The other Jews agreed with everything 
Tertullus said.



  

The govenor then motioned for Paul to speak.  Paul said, “I arrived 
in Jerusalem no more than twelve days ago, but my accusers 
never found me arguing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either 
in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city.  Neither can they 
prove to you what they now bring up against me.”



  

“I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, 
I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything taught by the 
Law and written in the Prophets. I always take pains to have a 
clear conscience toward both God and man.”



  

“My accusers saw me in the temple as I was completing a 
purification ceremony.  There was no crowd around me and no 
rioting.”



  

“Let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when 
I stood before the council other than crying out, 'It is with respect to 
the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you this day.'”  
(Do you remember why Paul was arrested and taken before the 
council in Jerusalem? If not, go back and read Acts 21:27-36)



  

At that point, Felix, who was familiar with “The Way,” adjourned the 
hearing and said, “When Lysias {LIS ih uhs}, the Roman 
commander, comes down from Jerusalem, I will decide your case.” 
Paul was kept in custody but given freedom to allow his friends to 
visit him. (Do you think Felix knew that Paul was innocent?)



  

A few days later, Felix and his wife Drucilla, who was Jewish, sent for 
Paul.  They listened as he told them about faith in Christ Jesus. 
(According to the historian Josephus, Drucilla was the daughter of Herod 
Agrippa I. It was he who had killed James and had tried to kill Peter, had 
failed to give God glory when people called him a god, and was stricken 
by an angel of the Lord and eaten by worms.  Acts 12)



  

As Paul spoke about righteousness, self-control, and the coming 
day of judgement, Felix became alarmed and said, “Go away for 
the present.  When I get an opportunity I will summon you.”



  

Because Felix hoped that Paul would bribe him (pay him money) to be 
released, he talked with him often. Felix, who also wanted to be popular 
with Paul's accusers, kept him in prison for the next two years. (How sad 
it is that we have no indication that either Felix or Drusilla ever obeyed 
the gospel!  According to secular history, Felix was dismissed in disgrace 
from his office; Drusilla and her son perished when Mount Vesuvius 
erupted engulfing  the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum.)



  

Felix was then succeeded by Porcius Festus {POUR shih us 
FESS tuss}, who became the new Roman govenor.



  

After Porcius Festus took over as governor, he traveled from Caesarea to 
Jerusalem.  There, the Jewish authorities asked for Paul to be put on trial 
in Jerusalem (hoping to ambush and kill him on the way). (Does this 
sound familiar? Remember how some Jews had planned an ambush 
back in Acts 23? Also keep in mind that it has been two years since the 
original charges were brought against Paul! Why do you think the Jewish 
leaders were still after him?)



  

Instead, Festus agreed to a new trial in Caesarea. After several days the 
Jewish leaders accompanied Festus back to Caesarea.  A new trial 
began the next day.  The Jews brought many serious charges against 
Paul, which they could not prove. Paul argued in his defense, “Neither 
against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar 
have I committed any offense.” 



  

Then Featus, wanting to please the Jews, asked Paul, “Do you 
wish to go up to Jerusalem and there be tried on these charges 
before me?”



  

“No!” Paul replied.  “This is the official Roman court, so I ought to be tried 
here.  You know I am not guilty.  If I have done something worthy of 
death, I should die.  But if I am innocent, no one has a right to turn me 
over to these men to kill me.  I appeal to Caesar!”



  

Then when Festus had conferred with his advisors, he answered, 
“To Caesar you have appealed; to Casear you shall go.”



  

After some days had passed, King Agrippa II and his sister, Bernice, arrived to 
pay their respects to Festus. Together they discussed Paul's case.  Festus 
confessed that he had anticipated that the charges against Paul by the Jewish 
leaders would have been for something evil but had discovered that they were 
just disputes about their own religion.



  

Being a Roman Gentile, Festus did not understand the accusations well 
enough to know how to report Paul's case to Caesar. King Agrippa II and 
Bernice, who were born Jewish but who lived immoral lives, were curious 
to hear from Paul himself.



  

The next day Agrippa II and Bernice came with great pomp as they 
entered the audience hall with the military commanders and prominent 
men of the city. Paul was brought before the group.



  

Festus told the crowd that after examining Paul he had found nothing 
worthy of death.  However, because Paul had appealed to Caesar, a 
letter to the emperor had to be written indicating the charges.  Festus 
asked them to examine Paul and give their input about the situation.



  

Paul was given permission to speak for himself. First, he explained his 
background and education.  Then, he told how he had persecuted 
Christians. Next, Paul detailed his encounter with Jesus on the road to 
Damascus. (Acts 26:1-23)



  

Suddenly, Festus shouted, “Paul, you are out of your mind; your 
great learning is driving you out of your mind!”  (What part of Paul's 
story about speaking with Jesus would have been hard for Festus 
to believe?)



  

Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I am 
speaking true and rational words.  King Agrippa knows about these 
things, and I boldly speak to him.”  Turning to the king, Paul said, “King 
Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” (Why 
would Paul feel confident that Agrippa would believe the prophets?)



  

Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time, would you persuade me to 
be a Christian?”  ESV  (What do you think Agrippa meant by this 
comment?)



  

Paul replied, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but 
also all who hear me this day might become the same as I am—except 
for these chains.” (What did Paul mean when he said, “...become the 
same as I am...”? Can you imagine if some or all of these listeners had 
decided to obey the gospel?!!)



  

Then the king, governor, Bernice, and those who were sitting with them 
left the hall.  When they had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This 
man is doing nothing to deserve death or imprisonment.”  And Agrippa 
said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not 
appealed to Caesar.”  (What do you think about Agrippa's statement?)



  

Next week we will study about 
Paul's exciting and dangerous trip to 
Rome as he is sent there to appeal 
his case before the emperor.  For a 
sneak peak into what happens next, 

read Acts  27-28.



  

This material was taken largely from the free website listed below. 
Scripture quotations were taken from the ESV. All other 
paraphrasing and additions were added by Margaret Ann Sanders.
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