Quarter 3 Lesson 11
Sixth Grade

Paul Returns to
Jerusalem
Acts 21-23

After saying farewell to the Ephesian elders, who had met
Paul in Miletus {my LEE tuhs}, he and his companions set sail
to Patara {PAT uh ruh}. Here he found another ship that
would sail across the Mediterranean Sea and land at Tyre
{tire}.

While the ship docked to unload its cargo, Paul took the
opportunity to visit for a week with the local Christians. The
Holy Spirit had revealed to these brethren that Paul was
headed for trouble if he continued on to Jerusalem. They
asked him not to go. (Why did they not want Paul to go?)

When it was time for Paul and his companions to leave, the
congregation's men, women, and children came to see them
off. Before saying farewell, they all kneeled on the beach and
prayed. (For what do you think they prayed?)

The next stop after leaving Tyre was Ptolemais {tahl uh MAY
iss}. They greeted the Christians there and stayed for one
day before sailing on to Caesarea.

At Caesarea Paul stayed at the home of Philip the evangelist.
(Remember Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch?)

Several days later, a prophet named Agabus {AG uh bus} arrived
from Judea. He took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands
and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'This is how the Jews at
Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into
the hands of the Gentiles.'” (What was Agabus trying to tell Paul?)

When Paul's traveling companions and the local Christians
heard this news, they urged him not to go up to Jerusalem.

Then Paul replied, “What are you doing weeping and breaking my heart?
For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus.” When Paul would not be persuaded
differently, the people gave up and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.”
(Why do you think Paul would not listen to his friends?)

They then packed up and went to Jerusalem accompanied by
some of the believers from Caesarea.

When they arrived in Jerusalem, they received a warm
welcome from the Christians there.

The next day, Paul met with James and all the elders of the
Jerusalem church. He gave them a detailed account of the
things God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.
Upon hearing about Paul's work, the brethren glorified God.

However, James warned Paul that many Jewish believers in Jerusalem were
upset because they had been told that he was teaching the Jews who lived
among the Gentiles to turn their backs on the laws of Moses and to ignore other
Jewish customs. It seems that they were having trouble letting go of some of the
traditions their people had followed for hundreds of years.

In an effort to diffuse the situation, James suggested that Paul
go to the temple with four men who had taken the Nazarite
vows of purification and join them in the ceremony. Paul
agreed.

The next day Paul and the men purified themselves and went to the temple.
Paul announced when the days of purification would be fulfilled and the offering
presented for each one of them. He also paid for the other men's expenses. It is
not likely that Paul considered that, as a Christian, he was obligated to
participate in this rite, but rather it was a matter of indifference to him. He
showed that he was sensitive to the opinions of these Jewish Christians whose
understanding of the faith had not yet reached maturity.

When the seven days ending the purification rite were almost
completed, some unbelieving Jews from Asia saw Paul in the
temple. They didn't like it when Paul was preaching in Asia, and
they certainly don't like seeing him now in the temple! They stirred
up the crowd and quickly gathered a mob.

They grabbed Paul and yelled, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is
teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the law and this place.
Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy
place.” Because they had seen Paul earlier in the city with the Ephesian,
Trophimus {TROF ih muss}, they assumed he had brought this Gentile into the
part of the temple where Gentiles were not allowed.

The mob dragged Paul out of the temple, and at once the gates
were shut. As they were trying to kill him, word reached the
commander of the Roman regiment that Jerusalem was in an
uproar. He at once took soldiers and officers and ran down to the
crowd.

When the mob saw the Roman soldiers coming, they stopped beating Paul. The
commander arrested Paul and ordered him to be bound with two chains. He
asked who he was and what he had done. Some in the crowd shouted one
thing, some another. Since he could not learn the facts because of the uproar,
he ordered Paul to be brought into the barracks. When he came to the steps,
Paul was actually carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the crowd.
The people cried out, “Away with him!”

As Paul was about to be taken inside, the commander asked, “Aren't you the
Egyptian who led a rebellion some time ago and took 4,000 rebels out into the
wilderness?” Paul replied, “I am a Jew and a citizen of Tarsus in Cilicia {sih LISH
ih uh}. I beg you, permit me to speak to the people.” The commander agreed.
Paul, standing on the steps, motioned with his hand to the people and a great
hush fell on the audience as he spoke to them in the Hebrew language.

Paul the explained how he had been brought up and educated inJerusalem
under the respected teacher Gamaliel {guh MAY lih el} and how he had once
persecuted those who were Christians. He told them how Jesus had appeared
to him on the way to Damascus. He explained how he had learned about the
gospel and had been baptized to wash away his sins.

He went on to say that God had sent him to bring the good news of Jesus to the
Gentiles. Up to this point they had listened to him. However, now they became
angry and yelled, “Away with such a fellow from the earth! For he should not be
allowed to live.” The mob shouted and threw off their cloaks and flung dust into
the air.

The commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks,and said
that he should be examined by flogging to find out why they were
shouting against him like this. When they had stretched him out for the
whips, Paul said to the centurion standing close by, “Is it lawful for you to
flog a man who is a Roman citizen and uncondemned?” (Roman citizens
could not be punished without a trial.)

When the officer heard this, he went to the commander and said,” What
are you about to do? This man is a Roman citizen.”

Upon hearing this news, the commander went to Paul and said, “Tell me, are
you a Roman citizen?” Paul said, “Yes.” The commander answered that he had
to buy his own Roman citizenship for a large sum of money. However, Paul
replied that he had been born a Roman citizen. The commander became afraid
because he had bound a Roman citizen without a trial. Paul was quickly untied.

The next day the commander ordered the chief priests and all the
council to meet. He wanted to find out the real reson why Paul was
being accused by the Jews. He brought Paul before them.

Paul looked intently at the council and said, “Brothers, I have lived my life
before God in all good conscience up to this day.” Suddenly Ananias, the
high priest, commanded those who stood by Paul to strike him on the
mouth. “What kind of judge are you to break the law by ordering me
struck like that? Paul asked.

Knowing that some members of the high council were Sadducees and
some were Pharisees, Paul cried out, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son
of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the
dead that I am on trial. (Remember that the Saducees did not believe in
the resurrection. What do you think Paul was trying to do by making this
statement?)

When Paul said this, an argument arose between the Pharisees and the
Sadducees, who said there was no resurrection, nor angels or spirits,
and the assembly was divided. The Pharisees believed in all of these
things. Some of the Pharisees even stood up and said, “We find nothing
wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an an angel spoke to him?”

When the dissension became violent, the commander, afraid that Paul
would be torn to pieces by the group, ordered the soldiers to go down
and take him away from among them by force and bring him into the
barracks.

The following night the Lord stood by Paul and said, “Take
courage, for as you have testified to the facts about me in
Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” (How do you think
Paul reacted ?)

When it was day, a group of forty Jews got together and plotted to
kill Paul vowing not to eat or drink until he was dead.

They went to the chief priests and elders and explained their plan:
“Tell the commander that you want to have Paul brought back
before the council so that you can better examine his case. We will
be ready to kill him before he arrives.”

It just so happened that Paul's young nephew learned about the
ambush, so he went to the barracks and told Paul. Paul then asked
one of the officers to take the young man to the commander
because the boy had something important to tell him. (Do you
think it was a coincidence that this boy learned about the plot?)

After hearing about the plot, the commander called two of his officers and
ordered them to ready 200 soldiers with 70 horsemen and 200 spearmen
who would take Paul to Caesarea at nine o'clock that night. They were
also to provide mounts for Paul to ride. They were to take him safely to
Felix, the governor. He also sent a letter of explanation to Felix.

“This man was seized by some Jews who were about to kill him when I
arrived with troops. When I learned that he was a Roman citizen, I
removed him to safety. Their accusations against him are about their
religious law but nothing worthy of imprisonment or death. I was
informed of a plot to kill him, so I immediately sent him on to you. I have
told his accusers to bring their charges before you.”

That night, the soldiers escorted Paul as far as Antipatriis {an TIP uh tris}.
On the next day they returned to the barracks, letting the horsemen go
on with Paul. When they arrived at Caesarea and delivered the letter to
Felix, they presented Paul before him. When the governor learned that
Paul was from Cilicia, he said, “I will give you a hearing when your
accusers arrive.” Then he ordered Paul to be guarded in Herod's
praetorium.
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Sanders as well as scripture quotations from the ESV.

